
Romsey Town Council 
Chief Officer: Helen Klaassen 
Town Hall 
1, Market Place 
Romsey 
SO51 8YZ 
 
 
I give notice that a meeting of the BUILDINGS & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE of ROMSEY TOWN COUNCIL 
will be held at Romsey Town Hall on Tuesday, 10th February 2026 at 7.30pm. 
  
All Members of the Committee are hereby summoned to attend for the business of considering and 
resolving upon matters as set out hereunder. 
Please send any apologies to the Chief Officer. 
 
 
 
Helen Klaassen PSLCC 
Chief Officer – 02.02.25 
 

AG E N D A 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Gwynne 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 9TH DECEMBER 2025 

i. To Confirm the Minutes as a True and Accurate Record 
ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public may, at the discretion of the Chairman, ask questions or raise matters relating to 
items on the agenda, or raise matters that fall within the remit of the committee. 
 
 
4. ARCHIVIST REPORT 
Work with JB 
 
5. REVIEW OF BOOKINGS 
To review  

i. Latest Bookings Graph 
ii. Room Hire charges  
DF to update.   

 
6. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

i. To receive the latest Finance Reports 
ii. Grants:  

a. Friends of Romsey Signal Box 
Response from FRSB: 
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We currently have cash reserves in our bank accounts totalling around £35,000, however these funds are 
committed to major structural repairs needed for the signal box itself, for which we have a provisional 
contract costing over £50,000 (pending the further necessary funds becoming available), We therefore 
have no significant reserves for other work. 
 

b. Romsey Chamber Music Festival 
c. Unity – accounts password 

iii. 20mph Scheme 
iv. UKSPF Project 

To consider changing the project to support the War Memorial Park Power Supply through this scheme 
instead. 

Noticeboards by abbey 
 

v. Time Capsule 
Update from the CO. 
Clock tower - thoughts 

vi. Southampton Road Allotments Constitution - to review and approve – delegate to CO to 
approve 

vii. Town Hall Parking 
Update from the CO. 

viii. Correspondence 
 
7. BUILDING AND ENVIRONMENT  

i. B&E Manager’s Report 
ii. Project Dashboard 
iii. Town Hall Matters; 

a. Cleaning 
BEM/Co to update. 
 
8. MAYOR’S AWARDS – poss closed session 
To review nominations. 

 
9. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Update. 
 
10. ROMSEY FUTURE.  
Print Neil’s comments 
 
 
 
  
Next Meeting: 21st April 2026. Agenda items for this meeting should be received by the Chief Officer 
no later than Friday, 10th April 2026. 
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AI version: 
 
Romsey History 
Romsey Extra civil parish was established in 1894 under local government reform and was part of 
Romsey Rural District Council, later Romsey and Stockbridge Rural District Council from 1931. 
Both this council and the Borough of Romsey had equal legal standing and community 
obligations. Romsey Extra served the rural areas surrounding the Borough of Romsey, known as 
Romsey Infra, and was represented by seven elected councillors. 
Over time, the Borough of Romsey expanded into Romsey Extra’s territory, with urban areas 
falling within the Borough and rural areas remaining in Extra. This arrangement persisted until 
1974 when both councils were replaced by Test Valley District, later Test Valley Borough. Some 
territory adjustments occurred, such as Scragg Hill’s transfer to North Baddesley in 1931 and 
Stanbridge’s transfer to Awbridge in 2024. 
Historically, the eastern lands of Romsey Extra were granted to the Abbess of Romsey by King 
Edgar in the 970s and administered as part of the abbess’s manor. Romsey Infra occupied the 
western parts of this estate, while the remainder lay within the Somborne Hundred. By 1894, 
most of the western holdings were part of the Broadlands estate, maintaining their rural 
character. 
Urban development blurred the distinction between Infra and Extra, as new housing estates 
emerged. Despite this, Romsey Extra had minimal local facilities, with Woodley Village Hall being 
a rare exception. 
Romsey Borough originated in the 10th or 11th century when the Abbess of Romsey gained 
special powers over land near the Abbey. This area was bordered by the River Test to the west 
and the Fishlake to the east. The terms ‘infra’ and ‘extra’ referred to their positions relative to a 
bridge over the Fishlake. 
Following the Abbey’s closure by Henry VIII in 1539, the town’s governance became unclear until 
James I granted Romsey Borough status in 1607. The Borough was then governed by a council 
with traditional officers like the mayor, town clerk, and High Steward—positions still retained 
today. 
In June 2007, Queen Elizabeth II attended the 400th anniversary of Romsey’s charter, a 
celebration embraced by the entire community. By the 2020s, a governance review resolved the 
anomaly of having two separate councils for Romsey, merging them into a single parish while 
retaining Borough officers. This unification ensures equal services and costs for all Romsey 
residents, ending a thousand-year division between Romsey Infra and Extra. 
For a comprehensive history, visit https://www.ltvas.org.uk/. 
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From Neil:  
I'm afraid that I will have to send in my apologies for this meeting (due to being in a show at the 
Plaza). Some comments re items on the agenda if I may.... 
 
4. Archivist report. I don't know if Cllr Parker has had the chance to progress a shorter version of 
the description of 1974 local government changes? But I understand that the Chief Officer put 
the current long description from the archivist through AI, in order to create a draft shorter 
version? Could that AI summary be circulated for comment? 
 
6. Grant request from the Friends of Romsey Signal Box. Without looking at the details of this 
request, it would be worth looking at the Signal Box finances. The volunteers there do an 
excellent job, but I believe they are financially very secure (?) 
 
7.i B&E Manager's Report. I understand that this will include a proposal to spend monies on the 
provision of a power supply in the Memorial Park as opposed to the history/information boards. If 
that is a matter of timing - i.e. that in order to meet the required deadline to secure the funds, 
using them for the Memorial Park means we don't lose them - then that is fine by me. But that 
should leave it as a separate decision as to whether we - the council - fund the 
history/information boards. 
 
10. Romsey Future. A meeting of Romsey TVBC councillors was held re Romsey Future on 
5th February. Key points arising from it (some of which are confidential): 
. TVBC's intention is that they work with RTC in 26/27 to put RTC in a good position to take over 
ownership of Romsey Future from TVBC, when TVBC ceases to exist 
. A panel was agreed to identify the preferred architects for the South of Town Centre build - that 
to include the Leader of TVBC, myself, Cllr Gidley, Cllr M Cooper, Cllr J Parker, Cllr J Critchley 
and a representative from RDS (Anna Duignan, who sits on the Romsey Future Programme 
Board) 
. It is intended that the construction work associated with the South of Town Centre project will 
complete in full by 2030 
. In addition, TVBC will undertake work to lay out plans for several areas/facilities in the town. 
These will not all reach construction stage before TVBC ceases to exist, but they will be subject 
to consultation with the public, and will cover the following items: 

• A 'masterplan' for the Romsey Sports Centre and surrounding area (which includes the 
Rapids, tennis courts, scout hut etc) 

• A public car parking strategy 
• Reviewing optimal use of TVBC property in Romsey Town Centre - taking the construction 

of the Crosfield Hall replacement into account 
• Potential enhancements to The Hundred 
• Potential changes to the Alma Road/Waitrose car park entrance 
• Options for improvement to access and facilities at Fishlake Meadows Nature Reserve 

 


