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Romsey Town Council 
Chief Officer: Helen Klaassen PSLCC 
Town Hall 
1, Market Place 
Romsey 
SO51 8YZ 
 
MINUTES of the BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING held on 2nd June 2026 at Romsey 
Town Hall.  

 
In the Chair:  Councillor Burnage 

 
Present: 
Councillor J. Burnage  
Councillor C. Birkett  
Councillor C. Burgess 
Councillor M. Cooper  

Councillor J Critchley 
Councillor R. Kohli 
Councillor J. Parker         
Councillor S. Wilkinson

 
Absent: 
Councillor I. Culley  
Councillor N. Gwynne (Apologies) 
Councillor S. Gidley 
 
Also in Attendance:  
Helen Klaassen – Chief Officer (CO) 
James Laffeaty – Building and 
 Environment Manager (BEM) 
Michelle Snow – Booking & Events Officer 
 
Public:   0 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BC135 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND DEPUTY 
Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Cooper SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, that Cllr Burnage be selected 
chair for the forthcoming year. 
 
Cllr Burnage PROPOSED and Cllr Burgess SECONDED and it was RESOLVED, that Cllr Birkett we elected 
Vice Chair for the forthcoming year. 

 
BC136 APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Gwynne. 

 
BC137 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None. 
 
BC138 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 21st APRIL 2026 

i. To Confirm the Minutes as a True and Accurate Record 
Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Birkett SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to accept the minutes as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting. 

ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
It was noted that some unexpected issues had meant that the changing places loos were not yet open. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None. 
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BC139 ARCHIVIST REPORT 
None. 
 
BC140 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

i. To receive the latest Finance Reports 
The reports were received and noted. 
ii.  Grants:  

a. Youth in Romsey 
Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Birkett SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to award a grant of £2000 to 
Youth in Romsey. 

b. Romsey Joint Charities Fair 
Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Critchley SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to award Romsey Joint 
Charities a grant of £200. 
 
BC141 BUILDING AND ENVIRONMENT  

b. B&E Manager’s Report 
SIDS – B&E Manager had spoken to BTP for IT support in downloading the data. 
Woodley Village Hall – the solar panel batters unfortunately needed planning permission, which was now 
being sought as the neighbours were not happy with the original location. 

c. Project Dashboard 
Tadfield Road Modifications – the scoping document was reviewed and the matter was discussed. Concerns 
were raised regarding stopping people parking on verges and how that could be tackled. 
It was noted that this was phase 1 and phase two would be double yellow lines if phase one wasn’t adhered 
to.  
Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Cooper SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to support the project and to 
set a budget of £12,650 to be spent from CIL. 

d. Town Hall Matters 
a. Text for CC display boards – Cllr Parker 

Pheobe Merrick has agreed to review the words, after which the project could ahead. 
 

TC142 ROMSEY FESTIVAL/ONE ROMSEY 
The matter was discussed; it was agreed to leave a decision until this year’s festival was over and the 
committee had a chance to review the proposal. 
 
TC143 THE HUNDRED 
Cllr Burgess noted that the potholes had been filled in, but since a letter had been sent to Lulu Bowerman 
last year, there had been no further movement. 
One of the Romsey Future Projects was a study for suggested improvements to the Hundred, it was agreed 
that the town council should express an interest at being involved. Improvements should include the 
originally suggested the improvements to the Market Place and Bell Street to be continued onto the 
Hundred. Councillors were encouraged to keep pushing the idea forth. 

 
TC144 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Cllr Critchley reported that Tim and Sarah from TVBC had gone through the draft plan providing comments. 
The survey was now closed attracting 626 responses and the first analysis spreadsheet had gone out and 
everything was proceeding at a pace. 
 
TC145 ROMSEY FUTURE/LGR.  
HCC were proceeding with taking advise for a legal challenge to LGR and the division of the New Forest, but 
New Forest District Council had decided not to. 
Discussions were taking place about how unitary wards were being drawn up and recommendations from 
the Joint Committee would be received by the end of the month. 
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TC146 SOUTHAMPTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS – CLOSED SESSION 
Cllr Burgess PROPOSED and Cllr Birkett SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to close the meeting to the 
press and public. 
 
It was agreed that the CO should write to the Committee and advise that in future their inspections should 
cover the use of inappropriate items on plots, with a view to said items being removed. 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.58pm. 

 
 
 
  

 
 
Signed:   

Date:  


