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MINUTES of the BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING held on 9" December 2025 at
Romsey Town Hall.

In the Chair: Councillor Burnage

Present:

Councillor C. Burgess Councillor N. Gwynne Councillor S. Wilkinson
Councillor J. Burnage Councillor J. Parker

Councillor M. Cooper Councillor S. Gidley

Councillor J Critchley

Absent:

Councillor R. Theron (Apologies)
Councillor C. Birkett (Apologies)
Councillor I. Culley (Apologies)
Councillor R. Kholi (Apologies)

Also in Attendance:
Helen Klaassen — Chief Officer (CO)
James Laffeaty — Building and Environment Manager (BEM)

Public:
1

BC105 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Clir Theron, Cllr Birkett, Cllr Culley and Cllr Kholi.

BC106 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.

BC107 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 215" OCTOBER 2025
i. To Confirmthe Minutes as a True and Accurate Record
Cllr Gwynne PROPOSED, Cllr Burgess SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to accept the Minutes as a true
and accurate record.
ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes
BCO098 - review of bookings - move to February 2026.
BC099, ii, a review of bookings charges - move to February 2026.
BC099 - Cleaning — move to February 2026.

Public Participation
None.

BC108 ARCHIVIST’S REPORT

The archivist’s report was read out.

The council were pleased with the artifacts exhibitions and encouraged more.

Cllr Parker was reminded about words for the display box in the Council Chamber.
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BC109 REVIEW OF BOOKINGS
Noted. The CO updated councillors that she had discussed bookings frequency with the Bookings Manager
and that it was impossible to predict levels year on year.

BC110 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS
i. Toreceive the latest Finance Reports

Noted. The CO was asked to present a budget with no TC room/hire charges. Action: CO.
It was noted that Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) were keen to continue supporting the Business,
Events and Tourism Officer’s role.

ii. OneRomsey; to confirm the event for 2026 and allocation of reserves for funding.
The event was discussed, as 2025 was the first year of the event councillors were keen to ensure that it had
longevity before adding it to the budget. Cllr Burgess stated his enthusiasm for running it again during his
year and thus it was that Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Gwynne SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to run
the event again in 2026 and allocate £14,000 from reserves to cover the cost.

iii. Allocation of CIL funding
It was noted that it was the TVBC that could recall CIL payments not the developer.
Street Cleaning: It was agreed that CIL probably wouldn’t cover street cleansing, but equally that the town
centre did need cleaning. The CO was tasked with asking TVBC if they would do some street cleaning.
Action: CO.
Defibrillators (AEDs): Locations of existing AEDs should be ascertained before adding more, other
councillors were supportive of the use of CIL for AEDs.
Allotments: it was agreed to canvas the allotment tenants for ideas, but concerns were raised that to spend
CIL money at the allotments would benefit fewer residents.
It was agreed that other ideas should be added to the list and that the matter would come back to a future
agenda. Action: CO.

iv. Grants:
None.

v. Correspondence
None.

BC111 BUILDING AND ENVIRONMENT

a. B&E Manager’s Report
The BEM ran through his report.

b. Project Dashboard
Volunteer’s Flag: It had been reviewed by the conservator and a cost of £6200 had been quoted to repair it.
There was the possibility of applying for a grant through the Barker-Mills Foundation, as Lady Barker-Mills
had presented the flag to the council originally. Cllr Parker PROPOSED, Cllr Burgess SECONDED and it was
RESOLVED that repairs should be undertaken, and reserves should be used for the project. The matter
would pass to full council for approval. ACTION: CO.
The Health and Safety and AV projects would be left until February 2026.
The footpath at Vikings had possibly been repaired, the other two were still with Hampshire County Council.
Grayling/Fishlake paths — Cllr Critchley would chase.

Cllr Parker reported on progress in trying to sort out issues at Tadfield Grove. A compromise had been
arrived at that allowed some parking, instead of dragon’s teeth.

It would cost in the region of £24,000 - £20,000 for the groundworks and £4,000 for the Traffic Regulation
Order (to allow the parking). Currently funding was being sought, potentially through S106.

c. Town Hall Matters
i. Re-decoration of Council Chamber - to review quotes obtained and decide upon a
contractor for the refresh of the Council Chamber in January 2026.
The quotes were reviewed via the BEM’s report and Cllr Wilkinson PROPOSED, Clir Burgess SECONDED
and it was RESOLVED appoint Contractor 1 to undertake the work. Action: BEM.
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BC112 Town Centre Appearance

Cllr Critchley presented the item, namely a report from Romsey and District Society (R&DS) identifying
items and areas that, in their opinion, would benefit from some attention.

The matter was discussed and it was noted that those items that could be passed to the relevant
responsible authority should be. Councillors were asked to review the items and pass any comments to Cllr
Critchley for forwarding to R&DS.

BC113 Neighbourhood Development Plan

Cllr Critchley gave an update. Consultations were now finished and comments had been passed to each
sub-group (Land Use, Green Spaces, Travel etc.) to understand the narrative they presented. The Results of
this would be presented at the meeting in January.

It was noted that the NDP would contribute to the council’s Strategic/Asset Transfer Plan.

BC114 Romsey Future.

Cllr Gwynne was now chairing the Romsey Future (RF) programme board, the next meeting of which was
tomorrow, 10" December.

He noted that if RF and the Romsey equivalent, Andover Vision, were to continue then the respective Town
Councils must push for that and that this sort of thing will give more power to town councils, rather than
unelected bodies.

Cllr Parker reported that the Health Hub meeting was very well attended, but disappointingly there were no
representatives from any of the Romsey GP surgeries in attendance.
A representative from the Primary Care Board was speaking to the meeting about being more collaborative

and there was much information produced by the day.

There was a suggestion that the potential for attendance for the meeting may have been unnecessarily
restricted, which was met with surprise and disappointment by councillors.

Cllr Gidley noted that her recent article in the local paper had provoked a good response and that she was
trying to set up a meeting with the Practice Managers.
It was noted that it was still a good initial meeting and there was much keenness to try things out.

The meeting concluded at 9.05pm.

Signed:

Date:
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