Romsey Town Council
Chief Officer: Helen Klaassen PSLCC
Town Hall

1, Market Place

Romsey

S0518YZ

MINUTES of the BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING held on 10" February 2026 at
Romsey Town Hall.

In the Chair: Councillor Burnage

Present:

Councillor C. Burgess Councillor . Culley Councillor C. Birkett
Councillor J. Burnage Councillor J. Parker Councillor S. Wilkinson
Councillor M. Cooper Councillor C. Birkett

Councillor J Critchley Councillor R. Kohli

Absent:

Councillor R. Theron (Apologies)
Councillor N. Gwynne (Apologies)
Councillor S. Gidley (Apologies)

Also in Attendance:

Helen Klaassen - Chief Officer (CO)

James Laffeaty — Building and Environment Manager (BEM)
Debbie Forder — Bookings Manager (BM)

Public:
1

BC115 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Theron, Cllr Gwynne and Cllr Gidley.

BC116 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.

BC117 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 9™ DECEMBER 2025
i. To Confirm the Minutes as a True and Accurate Record
Cllr Parker PROPOSED, Clir Kohli SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to accept the Minutes as a true and
accurate record.
ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes
None.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A member of the public spoke in relation to Item 6 iii, the 20mph scheme. The item was moved for
discussion at this point.

The member of public highlighted that he believed the 20mph scheme was not needed or wanted, and that

it was a significant and unnecessary cost to the taxpayer, who had not been adequately consulted. He
stated that he felt SIDs were more impactful.
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Cllr Critchley addressed the member of the public’s claims by noting the Town Council had surveyed
residents which had resulted in a 60% response rate from residents of Cherville Street and Greatbridge
Road, additionally the matter had been repeatedly raised with Abbey Ward councillors prior to the survey
being done.

It was established that any official changes in the speed limits must be in line with HCC requirements,
particularly with reference to process and design, the Chief Officer also clarified that any funding for this
would come out of the Town Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy (developer contributions), not from
the taxpayer.

BC118 ARCHIVIST’S REPORT
None.

BC119 REVIEW OF BOOKINGS

i. LatestBooking Graph
The was a reduction in income due to fewer weddings, and the Paimpol room was now available for hire for
meetings.

ii. Room Hire Charges
The room hire charges were last reviewed by the councilin 2021, the Bookings Manager has since revised
and amended prices in accordance with relevant costs. BM and CO to work on a pricing grid which will be
discussed at the next B&C meeting in April. Action BM/CO.

BC120 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS
i. Toreceive the latest Finance Reports
ii. Grants:
a. Friends of Romsey Signal Box
Cllr Culley declared a non-prejudicial interest - Cllr Parker PROPOSED, Cllr Kohli SECONDED and it was
RESOLVED to award £400.
b. Romsey Chamber Music Festival
Cllr Parker PROPOSED, Cllr Burgess SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to award a grant of £500 and to
request that the money be put towards outreach and education.
c. Unity
Cllr Parker PROPOSED, Clir Wilkinson SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to award £600.
iii. 20mph Scheme
Discussed and minuted under Public Participation.
iv. UKPSF Project
Cllr Burgess PROPOSED, Cllr Critchley SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to change the UKSPF Project to
the Power Supply in the War Memorial Park. The CO was asked to ensure the cabinets would not become
waterlogged during winter and was asked to given consideration to charging for use. Action: CO/BEM
v. Time Capsule
The CO updated members about the Time Capsule found during the building works at the former Edwina
Mountbatten House; she had met with representatives of the developer, Churchill Living, to discuss the
plans for the capsule. Churchill were keen to add some more up to date items and re-bury it within the
grounds of the new development. The Mayor had asked to be part of the re-burying and the Town Council
would display the current contents at the Town Hall.
Churchill had also raised the matter of the clock tower and what should be done with it and it was agreed
that councillors should give the matter some consideration and that really it should be inspected before the
matter was taken any further. Action: CO.
vi. Southampton Road Allotments Constitution —to review and approve - delegate to CO to
approve
It was agreed to delegate revision to Cllr Burguess and Chief Officer. Action: CO/CB
vii. Town Hall Parking
A draft letter was to be drawn up and sent to Cllr Cooper and Cllr Kohli to pursue the matter. Action: CO.
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viii. Correspondence
None

BC121 BUILDING AND ENVIRONMENT

i. B&E Manager’s Report
The B&E Manager gave his report.
He confirmed that the contract for moving SID’s was being looked at, but suggested positions for the SID
would be considered.
Cllr Critchley asked about the possibility of 30mph roundels on the road and it was agreed he should write
to Cllr Adams-King to query it.

The redecoration had been completed, but the curtains in the council Council Chamber are, having been up
for 40 years or so, not in great condition. The BEM is looking into replacements and associated costs. The
floor would be refurbished in April. Action: BEM

ii. Project Dashboard
The BEM ran through the project dashboard. It was agreed that the TC should do more to promote its
completed projects.

iii. Town Hall Matters

a. Cleaning-Training is being given and adjustments are being made to the hours.

BC122 MAYOR’S AWARDS
Recommendations agreed and further suggestions made and accepted.

BC123 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

There was a positive update from Cllr Critchley regarding the progress so far. The meeting with Romsey
Chamber of Commerce had provided some interesting points.

Councillors have been asked to draw up lists of spaces in their wards, particularly green spaces. Action:
All

BC124 Romsey Future.
The South of Town Masterplan project were about to appoint an architect. It was agreed that Cllr Critchley

should represent the Town Council on the architects selection panel. Cllr Critchley noted he won’t be able
to discuss it but has our letter from last year and will work on this basis.

Cllr Cooper took a moment to ask that thanks to the CO be recorded for reminding those present that CIL
would be used for the 20mph scheme not taxpayers’ money.

The meeting concluded at 9:07pm.

Signed:

Date:
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