
   

 

Page 1 of 3 Romsey Town Council – Buildings & Community Committee Minutes – 21.04.26  Signed: _______ 

Romsey Town Council 
Chief Officer: Helen Klaassen PSLCC 
Town Hall 
1, Market Place 
Romsey 
SO51 8YZ 
 
MINUTES of the BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING held on 21st April 2026 at Romsey 
Town Hall.  

 
In the Chair:  Councillor Burnage 

 
Present: 
 Councillor J. Burnage  
Councillor C. Birkett  
Councillor M. Cooper  
Councillor J Critchley 

Councillor S. Gidley  
Councillor N. Gwynne  
Councillor J. Parker         
Councillor S. Wilkinson

 
Absent: 
Councillor C. Burgess (Apologies) 
Councillor I. Culley (Apologies) 
Councillor R. Kohli 
 
 
Also in Attendance:  
Helen Klaassen – Chief Officer (CO) 
James Laffeaty – Building and Environment Manager (BEM) 
 
Public:   0 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BC125 APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Burgess and Cllr Culley. 

 
BC126 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None. 
 
BC127 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 10TH FEBRUARY 2026 

i. To Confirm the Minutes as a True and Accurate Record 
Cllr Critchley PROPOSED and Cllr Wilkinson SECONDED and it was RESOLVED to accept the minutes as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting. 

ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Regarding BC119 ii – the CO updated members that the request for a pricing grid would be passed to the 
new B&E officer, when appointed. 
 
Regarding the text for the presentation board in the Council Chamber, Cllr Parker was asked to bring a draft 
to the next B&C meeting.  
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Committee agreed to move agenda item BC132 to be discussed at this juncture. 



   

 

Page 2 of 3 Romsey Town Council – Buildings & Community Committee Minutes 21.04.26  Signed: _______ 

 
 

The committee heard from the former Chief Officer, Judith Giles, who gave the history of the Land at the Star 
and previous unsuccessful attempts to allow use by the landlords of the Star (now Horsefair) and reminded 
councillors of the decision that was taken to allocate the area to a public herb garden and seating area. 
 
BC128 ARCHIVIST REPORT 
None. 
 
BC129 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

i. To receive the latest Finance Reports 
The reports for March/year end were not yet complete and would be sent out to committee members when 
available and any questions would be sent to the CO. Action; CO. 

ii. Grants:  
a. Prescription Arts Response 

The matter was discussed. It was agreed that Prescription Arts would be asked to apply to other 
organisations before re-applying to Romsey Town Council (RTC) as the area that they covered was a wide 
area encompassing many local councils and ward councillors. Upon re-applying to RTC the Council would 
give a grant relating to the number of users in the RTC area. 

iii. UKSPF Project 
The power supply project has been revised and would not cover such a large area as had been previously 
thought, therefore the funding required would be reduced to £15500. The excess UKSPF grant would be 
applied to the Changing Places toilets at the Former Magistrates Court in Romsey. 
 
BC130 BUILDING AND ENVIRONMENT  

i. B&E Manager’s Report 
The Building Manager gave his report. 
SIDS; Stats from the machines would be forthcoming shortly. The old machines recorded 17,000 speeding 
vehicles per fortnight. It was noted the numbers should go in the Newsletter. 
Lengthsman: It was noted that DC was not doing any lengthsman duties outside of the town centre. 
The land planted by a local resident needed some attention, it was noted that DC could not undertake that. 
JL to speak to Mark Nokes to see if he would be able to assist. Action; JL. 

ii. Project Dashboard 
The Dashboard was reviewed. No issues were raised. 
Residents were delighted with the Winterborne Road planting 

iii. Town Hall Matters 
The bunting was undergoing a condition review and following some new lengths being purchased to replace 
some worn out ones would be installed in June. 

iv. Southampton Road Allotments Update – Cllr Burgess 
Cllr Burgess’s report regarding the latest matters on the allotments was noted. Cllr Burgess was asked to 
qualify how much time it would take to recoup the cost of the boreholes and pumps through savings in the 
water bills. It was noted that project would need to undergo scoping before returning to B&C. 
 
BC131 COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN 
It was noted that a steering group needed to be formed with councillors driving it, consideration needed to 
be given to whether there was capacity within town hall staff to support. The change from it being an 
Emergency Plan to a Resilience Plan was noted. 

 
BC132 LAND AT THE STAR 
Councillors raised concerns about misuse of the area, and the impact on residents. Additionally, the 
location on a sharp corner made the area inappropriate for significant use. 
It was also noted that the current landlord may be storing building material on the area. Therefore, Cllr 
Parker PROPOSED, Cllr Gidley SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to honour the original decision and leave 
the area as public amenity and herb garden, and to ask the current landlord to ensure all building material is 
promptly removed. 
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BC133 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Cllr Critchley updated members that the plan was on schedule, but there was still a lot of work to do. The 
survey went live recently and would be given another push at the beginning of May. The next meeting was 
22nd April. The contract for the drone footage was being reviewed and TVBC NHP Officers would be looking 
at the draft plan at the end of May. 
 
BC134 ROMSEY FUTURE/LGR.  
Cllr Gwynne reported back on a recent visit to Chippenham TC, with the CO and TVBC. 
TVBC were looking at RTC to take over some of the things they currently lead, using the council as a case for 
their Test, Learn and Grow initiative. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.37pm. 

 
 
 
  

 
 
Signed:   

Date:  


