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Romsey Town Council 
Chief Officer: Helen Klaassen PSLCC 
Town Hall 
1, Market Place 
Romsey 
SO51 8YZ 
 
MINUTES of the BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING held on 11th February 2025 at 
Romsey Town Hall.  

 
In the Chair:  Cllr. J. Parker 

 
Present: 
Councillor J. Burnage 
Councillor N. Gwynne 
Councillor R. Kohli 

Councillor J. Parker 
Councillor C. Birkett 
Councillor S. Wilkinson 

Councillor C. Burgess 
Councillor I. Culley 
Councillor M Cooper 

 
Absent: 
Councillor S Gidley 
 
 
Also in Attendance:  
Helen Klaassen – Chief Officer 
James Laffeaty – Building and Environment Manager 
Rebecca Holloway – Civic Administrator 
 
Public:    
1 

 
 
BC033 Apologies 
None. 

 
BC034 Declaration of Interests 
None. 
 
BC035 Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 12th December 2024 

i. To Confirm the Minutes as a True and Accurate Record 
Cllr Gwynne PROPOSED and Cllr Wilkinson SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, that the minutes be 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 

ii. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Post Office Letter - A reply had been received from the Post Office. 
Council Chamber Information Boards - Cllr Parker asked for the words in the board to be sent to him again. 
Action CO/JL 
 
The meeting was Adjourned to allow for public participation. 
Public Participation 
A member of the public spoke regarding the 20mph scheme, raising that it had not been publicly consulted 
on and was not wanted.  
Councillors responded that the scheme had been formally consulted on, with a high number of 
respondents in support of it. 
 
The meeting was resumed. 
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BC036 Archivist Report 
Very little progress to report as there have been no sessions recently due to illness. 
 
Expect to have computer inventories available next week for Town Hall Officers regarding stored artifacts 
and public displays. 
 
Awaiting further information and arrangements in order to complete inventory for civic regalia. 
 
Expecting to meet shortly with Cllr Birkett to discuss various ways of making Town Hall archives accessible 
to interested members of the public. 
 
BC037 Review of Bookings 
Noted. 
 
BC038 Finance and Administration Matters 

iii. To receive the latest Finance Report 
Noted. 
A question was asked regarding the split of CIL in the EMR. The Chief Officer advised that it was to ensure 
CIL was spent using the oldest funds first. It was noted that there may not be a time limit in CIL spending. 
CO to confirm. Action CO. 
Cllr Wilkinson PROPOSED and Cllr Gwynne SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to accept the Finance 
Report. 

iv. Archiving Minutes including donation to Hampshire Records Office. 
Not discussed. 
 
BC039 Building Manager’s Report 

v. Project Dashboard 
JL ran through his report. Noting: 
Speed limit reminders – a new site in Fishlake Meadows had been identified. He would be in touch with 
Enervio shortly regarding weight limits on poles, and that deployment would start in Abbotswood Road. 
Woodley Village Hall – Fire escape replacement quote not yet received form the contractor. 
Hot Spots – Councillors to let JL know if there are any areas that need attention. Action - All. 
Sign Cleaning – New equipment is required to effectively clean signage, noting that the Lengthsman cannot 
work roadside on any roads that have an above 40mph speed limit. 
Circular seat outside Morrisons – JL working with signwriter for wording. 
Comley Court – A planting scheme has not yet been decided, but flowers would be provided either by RTC or 
through TVBC. 

vi. Woodley Village Hall 
Discussion not required. 
 
BC040 Business, Events, & Tourism Officer’s Report 
Noted. The more succinct format was appreciated. 
The BET Officer was asked to provide a report for the next B&C Meeting on the impact to Romsey of the 
closure of the Visitor Centre at King John’s House. Action SS. 
 
BC041 Romsey Future  
Shared Prosperity Fund Update 
Cllr Parker reported on the Programme Board Away Day. The idea of which was to generate ideas from the 
‘top down’ to allow for better planning and prioritisation of projects. It was hoped that over time RF could be 
brought closer to RTC. 

vii. Church Place 
The CO reported that SSEN had miscalculated the traffic management element of their quote and that a 
further £2483 was needed. £487 could be met by the UKSPF fund, but the rest would have to be met by RTC. 
The matter would be moved to F&R/Full Council. Action CO. 

viii. History Boards 
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This project would be put forward for funding in the 2025-26 round of the UKSPF. 
ix. Dissenters Graveyard 

This project would not go forward as it was not appropriate for the UKSPF. TVBC would be tidying the area 
up, trimming some larger plants and bushes, and would consider planting some appropriate low light plants 
such as hellebores or ferns.  
The hole in the wall was mentioned, as it was TVBC’s wall they were liaising with the contractor that broke 
the wall to arrange for them to repair it. 
 
BC042 20 MPH Scheme 
To consider: 

i. The revised costs for the scheme 
The council expressed dismay that the cost of the scheme had risen by over £20,000 since it was first 
discussed with HCC and were concerned that once committed the council might find that costs rose 
further. Cllr Cooper offered to speak to HCC to ascertain why costs had risen so much and the committee 
agreed that he should do so and that the item should remain on the agenda. Action MC / CO. 

ii. To consider the addition of a vehicle weight restriction TRO. 
The above matter would be resolved first before moving further on with the weight restriction TRO. 

 
BC043 Community Resilience Plan 
Cllr Burgess presented the business case for the resilience plan. It was noted that a good deal of work had 
already been conducted previously by Cllr Parker and former Chief Officer Judith Giles. 
In regard to flooding, management of water courses was critical for local councils. 
 
 Cllr Burgess PROPOSED and Cllr Parker SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, to accept the concept and 
that a subcommittee should be created to take the matter forward, and that there was an EMR of £2,309 
already allocated which could be used for funding. 
 
BC044 VE Day 
The Chief Officer presented the scoping document and gave an outline of plans for the day, including the 
requirement for a budget of £1000, £500 of which would hopefully come from the TVBC’s grant for VE Day 
events. It was suggested that Mark Thompson and Victoria Burbidge should be involved and that the 
Carnival Committee be asked if they wanted to be involved too. The idea of 40’s themed dress was 
discussed and enthusiastically agreed upon, with prizes for the best dressed. 
 Cllr Parker PROPOSED and Cllr Burgess SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, that the Town Council should 
run a VE Day event on Sunday 4th May and that the requested funding should be allocated from the WW1 
EMR. 

 
BC045 Mayoral Award Scheme 
The criteria were reviewed and amendments made and agreed (attached). 
 
BC046 Environmental Award  
Cllr Cooper reported that when he had started the award in 1991 the focus had been on physical additions 
to the environment, such as buildings or extensions to buildings. 
It was agreed that the award should cover other physical additions to the environment such as places and 
planting schemes. 
Criteria similar to the Mayor’s Awards would be drawn up and the awards decided and presented at the 
same time as the Mayor’s Awards. Action CO. 
A careful record of who has received and been nominated for both awards would be kept. 
 
BC047 Grants 
The Young Carers were discussed and the Mayor would encourage them to apply. Given the time constraints 
the grant could be considered at F&R the following week. 

 
BC048 Correspondence 
None. 
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The meeting was then closed to public and press for discussion of the Mayors Awards. 
 
Meeting concluded at 21.16. 
 
 
 

Signed:   

Date:  
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Mayoral Award Scheme 

 
Criteria for nomination: 
Individuals living or working in Romsey Town Council Parish. Organisations based in, or supporting residents 
of Romsey. 
 
Individuals or organisations who have done something notable for Romsey or its residents, or whose 
contributions have had a long-lasting impact or been consistent for a long time. 
 
Process for Nominations: 
Nominations may come from members of the public but must be made to a councillor who will make the 
nomination on their behalf. 
 
Nominations will be made to the Buildings and Community Committee between the months of May to 
February. 
 
Nominations will be reviewed by the Mayor and taken to the February Buildings and Community Meeting for 
the committee’s input before the Mayor’s final decision. Discussion of nominations and winners shall 
always be in a closed session. 
 
There is no limit on nominations. 
 
Up to five awards shall be given each year: ideally with a balance between  individuals and two to 
organisations. If the nominations made make this difficult to achieve the committee may decide to vary this. 
 
Award: 
The recipients shall receive a certificate and their award publicised. 
 
The Mayor’s Office will: 

1. Prepare advertisements for the scheme detailing the purpose, criteria, eligibility, contact details and 
key dates. 

2. Promote the Civic Awards via media coverage and handle enquiries pertaining to the Civic Awards. 
3. Receive and collate all nominations. 
4. Check all nominations meet the eligibility criteria. 
5. Produce a report summarising all the eligible nominations for the B&C Committee. 
6. Following the review process, contact the award winners to invite them and a guest to the Civic 

Award Ceremony. Preferably without their being advised that they are award winners. 
7. Collaborate with the Mayor to create certificates and plan a suitable accolade for the winners. 
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